Faculty Letter from UCSC Administration

Early adoptions save money for our students because they enable our course materials
provider, Akademos, to anticipate demand for upcoming titles and acquire copies across
the market, providing competitively priced options. Since its inception in January 2022,
UCSC’s partnership with Akademos has enabled students to save over $2.5M on course
materials.

The Higher Education Opportunities Act (HEOA**) requires institutions to provide the list of
assigned textbooks for each course (including ISBNs and prices) in time for student
registration. This helps students plan and make informed choices about the courses they
select while balancing their financial resources.

Submitting adoption information is quick and easy. Visit the website and log in with your
CruzlD to find the courses assigned to you for the term, then click on those courses to
make your adoptions. Even if your course does not require any materials, or if you use Open
Educational Resources (OER) in your class, please log in and indicate this in the portal.
When students log in to view or purchase their materials, they will see that these course
materials are not required or there is no cost.

If you are new to making your course material adoptions, the Course Material Website has
several resources available to help you. You can also contact the Bay Tree Campus Store at
txtbooks@ucsc.edu or call 831-459-1333, if you have any questions or would like
assistance.

If students have questions, please have them contact the Bay Tree Campus Store at
txtbooks@ucsc.edu. Students will be able to log in to the Course Material Website to view
and purchase their books and supplies.

**HEOA Information:

The Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA) is a law that requires colleges receiving
federal aid to provide students with timely, transparent information about required course
materials, including ISBN and price, on their online course schedules before registration to
help lower costs. It also mandates that publishers offer unbundled materials and provide
details on previous editions, and it includes provisions for reducing illegal file-sharing and
improving student loan transparency.



Key Textbook Provisions

o Disclosure:

Institutions must list the ISBN, author, publisher, and retail price for required and
recommended textbooks on their online course schedules before students
register.

e Timeliness:
This information must be available for preregistration and registration periods.
¢ Publisher Requirements:

Publishers must provide faculty with pricing and format options (like bundles) and
offer individual components of bundled materials separately, unless impractical.

e Cost Reduction:
The act encourages collaboration between schools, faculty, and publishers to lower
costs through initiatives like used books, rentals, and e-books.

Other Key Provisions
e Copyright & File-Sharing:

Colleges must inform students about the penalties for illegal downloading and their
own policies on unauthorized file-sharing.

e Student Loans:

The act regulates the relationship between institutions and lenders, requiring a
code of conduct and greater transparency for both federal and private loans.

Compliance
e Institutions must comply to remain eligible for Title IV (federal) student financial
aid.

¢ Compliance involves faculty submitting textbook information by set deadlines.
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